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Issues and Action, p. 303.

(@ Ann Elizabeth Mayer, Islam and Human Rights: Tradition and Politics ( Boulder, C.O.: Westview Press,
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Evolution OfTheldeaOfHumanRights.ppt>.
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FE@® Abdullahi A. An-Na'im, “Human Rights in the Arab World: A Regional Perspective,” Human Rights
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@ Mervat Rishmawi, “The Revised Arab Charter on Human Rights: A Step Forward?” Human Rights Law
Review, Vol. 5, No. 2 (2005), p. 362.
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Abstract

The establishment of the Arab Human Rights Committee in 2009
signaled a new era of human rights protection in the Arab world. Given the
tension between Islamic values and universal human rights and the relentless
conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people, the Arab human rights
mechanism would have been regarded as “mission impossible.” This article
offers a pioneering investigation by reviewing the original and revised Arab
Charters on Human rights. The analysis suggests that regional perspectives
on human rights have gradually converged with international human rights
standards. Nevertheless, tension regarding universality has not been settled
thoroughly, and controversies exist in the issues of religious freedom and
women’s rights. In terms of potential, the newborn regional system lacks

enforcement functions and only wields limited supervising power.

Keywords: Arab Charter on Human Rights, Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in
Islam, regional human rights regime, League of Arab States
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