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Open Political Market: An Alternative

Choice for Perpetual Peace

Ya-chung Chang

Professor
Department of Political Science

National Taiwan University

Abstract

This article is normative in nature; it attempts to delineate the author’s
view on international peace in six parts. It begins with a review of the
development of international peace theory, and then advances to a discussion
on the possibility of skipping the “state”—the long established subject in
peace discourse—in our probing of the issue in point. The third part attempts
to shift the abstract subject of the “state” in traditional peace discourse to a
more substantial one of the “government.” The fourth part provides an
account of the theory of “Open Peace” (open political market for peace) .
The fifth part examines the practices and the meaning of the “open political
market” in history. The concluding part elaborates on the significance of the
“open political market” and the viability of practice. The opening up of
political market can be advanced in three stages, respectively marked by the
opening up of official posts, foreign party registration, and the governmental
per se. The author believes that the proposition of the “open political market”
can be achieved in the future through education, dissemination of the ideal

and political movement.
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