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Abstract

The purpose of this project is to analyze the historical background of co-
operation and conflict between China and North Korea during the Kim Jung-
un era from both Chinese and North Korean’s national-interest perspective,
as well as the direction of bilateral relationships. Since Xi Jinping and Kim
Jong-un took office as China and North Korea’s head of state in 2013
respectively, both countries have been adopting policies to lose their people’s
national interest from each other, which in turn have caused great tension
between the two countries.

From the viewpoint of North Korean’s national interests, maintaining
stability of the communist regime headed by Kim Jong-un is the top priority.
Therefore, since Kim Jong-un took office, North Korea has been inheriting

)

Kim Jong-il’s “military-first politics,” and has been continuing to develop
military technology, holding missile tests, and executing its 3rd nuclear test.
Moreover, he has adopted equal emphasis policy for nuclear and economic
development, so as to solidify its people. He also executed people who were
endangering his political authority. Furthermore, North Korea has been
developing nuclear weapons to reduce the gap of military power between
North Korea and South Korea, and is using nuclear weaponry as a bargaining

chip in their negotiations with the United States. However, North Korea’s
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nuclear strategy also jeopardized China’s national interests. China’s core
national interests include sovereignty, security, and stability.

Additionally, since the political situations around China, such as
tensions in the Korean Peninsula, East and China Seas, were key to China’s
national interests, China has been opposing North Korea’s policy of holding
nuclear weapons. China also has been adopting hardline policy to take part
in the financial sanction on North Korea by international society.
Furthermore, China has been exploiting channels of diplomatic co-operation
with United States as denuclearization of North Korea, and has been trying to
realize it through China-United States co-operation, as well as seeking to
build new relations with the United States.

However, China-U.S. relations are made complicated when the United
States has been strengthening security alliance with South Korea and Japan,
after Clinton declared the U.S. return to Asia. In this circumstance, the status
of the North Korean regime would generate political turbulence in northeast
Asia, given North Korea’s geographic location in Asia and its close
proximity to northeast China, as well as heat up political uncertainty around
China, and even cause negative impact on China’s national interests.
Therefore, China would like to maintain a stable communist regime in North
Korea and a steady situation in its surrounding area.

In terms of national interests for both countries, Kim Jong-un thinks that
nuclear strategy would provoke a conflict of interests between China and
North Korea, but could keep national defense security for North Korea.
However, for China, maintaining a balanced and a continuance of communist
regime in North Korea corresponds to its national interests. As a result, the
relationship between China and North Korea is an uneasy mix of co-

operation and conflict due to their differing national interests.

Keywords: North Korea’s National Interest, China’s Core Interests, North
Korea’s Nuclear Strategy, China’s Strategy toward North
Korea, China-North Korea Relations
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