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“AirSea Battle” under Anti-Access/Area
Denial: A Critique

Shih-Yueh Yang
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Abstract

People’s Liberation Army is developing its anti-access/area-denial
capabilities to offset U.S. military presence in the West Pacific. In response,
the operational concept of the “AirSea Battle” is currently being put forward
in the United States. However, useful recommendations notwithstanding,
both of its two core ideas - deep strike over Chinese mainland and anti-
submarine warfare within first island chain - are difficult, futile, and
contenting unnecessary risks of escalation. In fact, the United States and its
regional allies can develop their own anti-access/area-denial capabilities and
thus constitute a powerful resistance against potential Chinese aggressions

and coercions.

Keywords: Rise of China, Anti-Access/Area Denial, AirSea Battle, Western Pacific
Theater of Operations, Cold War
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