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Abstract

On the eve of the 60" anniversary of the signing of the Rome Treaty,
European integration had suffered a setback with the U.K.’s decision to
withdraw from the EU ( Brexit). The implications for European integration
are heavily contended in EU politics, but these are far from clear and will
require further investigation. This paper attempts to explore the implications
of Brexit for European integration. What messages does the U.K. referendum
have for the EU? Have EU leaders interpreted these messages and
implications and initiated appropriate policy responses? After examining
competing interpretations, this paper argues that patterns in voting behavior,
showing sharp divisions between different socio-economic classes, highlight
the imperative of addressing economic inequalities and distributive injustice,
which have been rooted in structural flaws in EU governance and aggravated
following the mismanagement of the Euro crisis. While EU leaders have been
mired in disputes over ‘more or less Europe,” the EU has had to muddle
through the impacts of Brexit. All this has re-confirmed perceptions of the
EU’s inept leadership and economic mismanagement. Whatever future awaits
the EU, a ‘social Europe’ that reconciles an ‘economic Europe’ and is more
inclusive and fairer is required to move European integration forward and to

keep the concept of a ‘political Europe’ sustainable.

Keywords: Brexit, European Integration/EU, Distributive (in) Justice, Economic

(in) Equality, Social Europe
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