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Comparative Study in Semi-Presidentialism
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Abstract

Semi-presidentialism has been a popular form of government in
emerging democracies. However, systematic analyses on the presidents’
powers in policy-making or on the related mechanisms of their decision-
making process have been scarce. To fill in the gap in the field, this article
surveys the experiences of 21 democratic countries. With a focus on
constitutional design of president’s powers in policy and decision-making
mechanisms, this article also tries to discover their relationship with sub-
types of semi-presidentialism. The results showed that the president’s power
is crucial to political accountability of the government. When a country’s
constitution does not explicitly give powers of policy making to its president,
its constitutional system seems to fall into a type of premier-presidential.
Finally, this article reflects some opportunities and challenges for

constitutional design in Taiwan.

Keyword: Semi-Presidentialism, President, Powers of Policy Area, Decision-Making

Mechanisms, Cabinet
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