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THE

The US Policy of Direct
Commercial Sales to Taiwan :
A Case Study of the IDF Jet Fighter

Arthur 8. Ding

Abstract

In August 1982, the US and the PRC signed the “August 17 Commu-
nique,” imposing both qualitative and quantitative restrictions on US arms
sales to Taiwan. Since the mid-1980s, however, the US transferred military
technologies to Taiwan on a large scale, enabling Taiwan to indigenously
manufacture IDF jet fighters, Perry class destroyers, and Tiger class main
battle tanks. The Taiwan-US military relationship reached a high point when
President Bush announced the decision to sell F-16s to Taiwan in Sep-
tember of 1992, Taking the IDF as a case study, this article aims at
answering why, after the signing of the 1982 communique, technology
transfers to Taiwan were made on such a large scale. The research method
employed is one that combines both interviews with retired US government
officials who used to be involved in decision-making for the IDF with
documentary analysis.

Keyword : Indigenous Defense Fighter, US-PRC-Taiwan relations, US
Foreign Policy, US arms sale and military technology transfer, US-Taiwan
military relationship

103



