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Historicizing the Realist Tradition of
International Politics

Chih-yu Shih

Abstract

It is widely shared among students of international politics that realism
has a tradition from as far as back as Thucydides, through Marchivelli,
Hobbes, Carr, Morgenthau, and then down to Waltz. This paper questions
this tradition by historicizing each of the realist authors and providing a
reading that reveals the differences among them. The paper touches upon
academic politics behind the reproduction of realist tradition and argues
that students of international politics should first study realism, instead of
realist politics.

Keywords: Marchivelli; Hobbes, Morgenthau; Wendt, international relation
theory; international politics; realism, rationality



