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Ukraine’s Security Strategic Choices:

A Domestic Perspective

Sanyi Yang

Professor
Graduate Institute of International Politics

National Chung Hsing University
Abstract

Ukraine is situated strategically between EU and Russia. The outbreak
of the Euromaidan Revolution ( February 2014 ) designates the advent of
severe geopolitical competition in the European continent. Though it is
crucial to understand this competition through the lens of great power rivalry,
small and medium countries that exert certain leverages between great
powers also warrant our attention. We argue that the domestic approach is
suitable to explain the transformation of Ukraine’s security choices. We first
develop an analytical framework that delineates the importance of domestic
perspective in analyzing the Ukraine crisis, then examine the formation of
Ukraine’s security policies and scrutinize her domestic approach consisted of
political elites, divided society, and constitutional development factors. We
also employ an explanatory pendulum model to analyze the shifts of
Ukraine’s security choices; some theoretical implications are drawn from the

discussions.

Keywords: Security Strategic Choices, Ukraine, European Union, Russia,

Domestic Perspective
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