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Abstract

In this paper, the radical years refer to the late 1960s and the early 1970s.
China scholars going through the radical years in the early stage of their
career witnessed both the anti-war student movements in their society and the
Cultural Revolution in China. This paper selects five China scholars of the
radical years to compare their strategy of adjustment in the aftermath of the
Cultural Revolution and into the year of reform and openness in China. They
include Maurice Meisner who used to take on China as a site to develop
Marxism, Colin Mackerras who has been able to remain detached in his
macro-views of China, Peter Van Ness who felt betrayed by the Sino-US
normalization and reform in China in his pursuit of a just world without
imperialism, Thomas Heberer who fulfills his quest for local agency for

change by pragmatic filed research that ends his Marxist idealism, and Leo
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Lee whose diasporic identity replaced participation in the radical years by
extricating transcendental globalism from those narratives considered
socially rotten. This paper argues that the place and the time they conducted

the China studies affect their strategies of adjustment.

Keywords: Maurice Meisner, Colin Mackerras, Peter Van Ness, Thomas Heberer,

and Leo Lee
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