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#® Bahman Baktiari, “ Revolutionary Iran’s Persian Gulf Policy: the Quest for Regional Supremacy,”
in Hooshang Amirahmadi and Nader Entessar, eds., Iran and the Arab World (London: Macmillan
Press Ltd, 1993), p. 87.

#® K.]. Holsti, International Politics: A Framework for Analysis (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1983),
p. 102. '

#@® Inis L. Claude, Jr., Power and International Relations (New York: Random House, Inc., 1962), pp.
18~19.
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#® Hooshang Amirahmadi, “ Iran and the Persian Gulf Crisis,” in Hooshang Amirahmadi and Nader
Entessar, eds., op. cit., pp. 94~ 95; Bahman Baktiari, op. cit., pp. 84~ 87.

#® UNSC Resolution 598 (1987)- Cease Fire-Iran & Irag-adopted by the United Nations Security Council
at its 2750 meeting on 20 July, 1987. '
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#F® Scheherazgde Daneshkhu, “Iran and the New World Order,” in Tareq Y. Ismael and Jacqueline
S. Ismael, eds., The Gulf War and the New World Order (Florida: University Press of Florida,
1994), p. 297.

#® Andrew T. Parasiliti, “ Iran and Iraq: Changing Relations and Future Prospects,” in Hooshang
Amirahmadi and Nader Entessar,, eds., op. cit., pp. 229~ 231.

#@® Dilip Hiro, “ The Iran-Iraq War,” in Hooshang Amirahmadi and Nader Entessar, eds., op. cit., p. 66;
Bahman Baktiari, op. cit., p. 84.

#® K. L. Afrasiabi, After Khomeini: New Directions in Iran’s Foreign Policy (Colorado: Westview Press,
1994), p. 213; Andrew T. Parasiliti, op. cit., p. 235.

#®@ Dilip Hiro, op. cit., p. 66.

5@® Miron Rezun, Saddam Hussein’s Gulf War-Ambivalent Stakes in the I_Widdle East (Westport, Connecticut:
Praeger, 1992), pp. 101~102.
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#® Andrew T. Parasiliti, op. cit., p. 238.

#F® T. Shireen Hunter, Iran after Khomeini (New York: the Centers for Strategic and International
Studies, 1992), pp. 128 ~ 129; Hooshang Amirahmadi, op. cit., pp. 94~ 99; Bahman Baktiari, op. cit.,
pp. 84~ 86; Nader Entessar, “ Realpolitik and Transformation of Iran’s Foreign Policy: Coping with
the 'Iran Syndrome’,” in Hamid Zangeneh, ed., Islam, Iran, and World Stability(New York: St.
Martin’s Press, 1994), pp. 149~ 151.

_ #F® Miron Rezun, op. cit., pp. 91~ 93, 101~ 102; Nader Entessar, op. cit., p. 151.

#@ Nader Entessar, op. cit., p. 151.

#® K. L. Afrasiabi, op. cit., p. 216.

#® Andrew T. Parasiliti, op. cit., p. 238.

#@ Miron Rezun, op. cit., pp. 91~ 93.
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$¥@ Akbar Hashim Rafsanjani, An Interview with Iranian former President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani
Hamshahri by Hamshahri(MMorning Daily). Entitled “ May 23 Is an Evolutionary Trend: It Must
Be Guarded,” Hamshahri (Iran), Jan. 9 & 10, 2000, pp. 14 & 15.

@ T. Shireen Hunter, op. cit., p. 128; Miron Rezun, op. cit., pp. 101~ 102; Scheherazade Daneshkhu,
op. cit., p. 301.

#® Scheherazade Daneshkhu, op. cit., pp. 301~ 302.
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%@ Bahman Baktiari, op. cit., p. 87.

#® Nader Entessar, op. cit., pp. 149~ 150.

§@® Bahman Baktiari, op. cit., pp. 84~ 87 ; Hooshang Amirahmadi, op. cit., pp. 94~ 95.
5@ Scheherazade Daneshkhu, op. cit., p. 301.
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#F@ Andrew T. Parasiliti, op. cit., p. 233; Nader Entessar, op. cit., p. 151.
#@® Hooshang Amirahmadi, op. cit., p. 98.
#@ Echo, “ Preserving Principles in Any Condition,” Echo of Islam (Iran), Serial No. 83 (1991}, pp. 16~ 17.
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Iran's Neutral Policy during the Gulf War:

Process, Performance and Effect

Vincent W. S. Chen

Abstract

The Gulf War (1990-91) was the first regional conflict after the Cold War.
As one of the two big powers in the Gulf region, Iran could have changed the
war situation drastically if it had entered the war. However, little research has
looked into Iran's attitudes toward the war. The main aim of this article is to
evaluate the process, performance and effect of Iran's policy of neutrality,
thereby addressing this research vacuum and researching the essence of Gulf
regional politics. This paper holds a realist view and concludes that Iran's
neutral policy was a balance-of-power policy based on its national interests.

Keywords: Iran; Gulf War; neutral policy; realism; balance of power
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