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China-India Border Issue and China-India

Relations

Chun-ju Chen
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Abstract

A military standoff lasted for over two months in Doklam between
China and India since mid-June 2017, causing tension at the border.
Although eventually the two sides disengaged days before the BRICS
Summit in Xiamen, tension and speculations lingered in Doklam and troops
are seen stationed in the area even in winter. The incident originates from the
sovereignty dispute of Doklam, but at a deeper level, India has been
concerned that China’s road construction in the area would cause strategic
threats to the northeast, including Arunachal. In the wake of the Doklam
incident, interaction between Chinese and Indian troops at the border has
changed and border talks affected. In December 2017, special representatives
of China and India met for the 20" border meeting, yet nothing substantial
occurred and the two sides only reiterated principles on border issues such as
maintaining peace. The Doklam incident also reflects the competition
between China and India over the sphere of influence in South Asia. In the
future, India will only pay more attention and be on high alert about any

move by China in the region.

Keywords: China-India Relations, China-India Border Dispute, Doklam,
Freedom Corridor, “One Belt One Road”
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