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“Civilian Power” as the EU’s Identity:

Construction and Criticism

Francis Kan
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First Division
Institute of International Relations

National Chengchi University
Abstract

A half century of European integration has had a profound effect on
both policy practice and academic research in pursuing the distinctiveness of
Europe’s identity as a whole. In the process of finding an appropriate role
based on its constructing identity, the EC/EU has shaped a distinct foreign
policy and developed decisive normative power in world affairs. Along with
the formation of foreign and security policy cooperation among EU member
states, the academic circle has proposed the “civilian power” concept,
referring to the construction of an international identity of the EU based upon
the routine behavior model which is derived from the constant practice of
actors at the union level solving international conflicts by non-military means.

However, the problem has arisen as to whether the “civilian” nature of
the EU’s identity has been undermined by its attempt to strengthen collective
military power, by balancing its conventional non-military solutions with the
development of military means. Therefore, the main purpose of this article is
toexamine whether the “civilian' power” concept can represent Europe’s
special international identity when considering the change and developments
of the EU’s security and military policy integration. This article begins by
discussing the academic debates on “civilian power” so as to understand the
evolution and the varieties of the meanings of this concept. It is followed by a
study into’ EU military integration and the implications for its international
identity. This article also brings in critiques of the EU’s “civilian” nature in

order to clarify the applicability of the “civilian power” concept at the



BRUE [etbibi) Srinst R sits

theoretic level as well as to identify alternatives, if any, to such an identity.

In conclusion, this article argues for the necessity of reviewing the
contrasts between “civilian” and “military” dimensions and of broadening the
concept of “civilian power” by involving the theory of the cosmopolitanism.
Also, it advocates that discussing the meaning of “power,” we should further

look into non-military factors. As a result, a broadened sense of “‘civilian

power” can better define the global actorness of the EU based on its

distinctive identity given the facts that the EU has spread the universal values
and norms through the social and economic means of its foreign policy, along
with its increasing dependence on military policy to solve those non-

conventional problems.

Keywords: civilian power; European Union (EU) ; Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) ; European integration; cosmopolitan
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