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Abstract

In the past, Japan has been the main ASEAN investor but the Japanese
government has had a passive attitude vogarding the Free Trade Area between
Japan and ASEAN. On Dec. 12, 2003, Japan and ASEAN signed the “ Tokyo
Declaration,” which devoted both to building the “ East Asia Community”
and “ Free Trade Area” before 2010. The government of Japan also promised
to provide 3 billions dollars of assistant to the ASEAN countries over three
years. The aim of this paper is to explore the structural factors and strategic
choices involved in the Japanese decision. We will analyze the transition of
Japanese government within the domestic dimension. The contributing factors
are political and economic. The political dimension includes the rise of neo-
conservation in Japan and the economic dimension includes the 1990s Japanese
economic recession. These factors contributed to the Japanese government
altering change the foreign policy regarding ASEAN in 2003.

Keywords: Tokyo Declaration; East Asia Community; Free Trade Area;
Japan; ASEAN
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