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Relationship between Electoral Reform
in the Japanese House of Representatives

and LDP’s Centralization of Power

Ming-Shan Wu

Professor
Department of Mass Communication
I-Shou University

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to further elaborate on the relationship
between Japan’s new electoral system and augmentation of power in the LDP
central committee.

The existing studies pointed out that the newly-reformed electoral
system in Japan leads to a gradual decline of factions within the LDP while
the actual power of the LDP central committee was elevated. However, this
paper argues that if LDP’s nomination process in the new electoral system
still complies with the principle of “incumbents first,” which would suggest
acquiescence in the factions’ existing power, why do the factions decline
gradually? Based on various aspects, namely, candidates’ centripetal
competition under the new electoral system, Manifesto led by the central
committee, incremental proportion of candidates’ duplicate registration, and
enforcement of the ‘73-year-old retirement age’, this paper analyzes and
elaborates on the reasons of the LDP central committee strengthening its

power under the new electoral system.

Keywords: Single-Member District, Electoral System, LDP, Nomination,
Manifesto
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