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The Pluralism Approach to the Modern

Political Studies in Japan
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Abstract

Differs to the traditional approaches of political theory history and the
historical-cultural studies in postwar Japan, the pluralism approach had been
introduced and connected to Japan’s political studies since the mid-1970s.
Because of various changes of political, economic and social structure in
Japan, the pluralism approach, which especially emphasizes on the research
methods such as case study, in-depth interview and survey study, was
efficiently utilized to analyze Japan’s practical politics and gradually
becomes a popular academic trend. However, since the LDP lost its power
over government in 1993, the coalition cabinet regime as a new replacement
to the old decision-making structure has made an obvious change in Japan’s
politics. The pluralism approach adequately explains Japan’s decision-
making process via research methods of policy-dispute and case study of
particular actors. Besides, many fundamental empirical research materials,
such as the detailed news reports, politicians’ biographies and academic
interview records, are also beneficial for pluralistic scholars to engage in

studying Japan politics.

Keywords: pluralism; LDP politics; electoral study; positivism; bureaucracy
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