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Government Structures and the Effects of

Honeymoon Elections

Feng-yu Lee

Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science

National Taiwan University
Abstract

This paper aims at exploring how semi-presidentialism differs from
presidentialism in affecting electoral performance of three largest parties in
honeymoon elections. This paper argues that different levels of power
separation in presidentialism and semi-presidentialism explain why the
effects of honeymoon elections vary. Many existent studies indicated that in
presidential systems, with total power separation, the largest and the third
largest parties would gain in honeymoon elections that used proportional
electoral systems. The combined effect of honeymoon elections and
proportional electoral systems does not exist in semi-presidential systems,
however. In semi-presidentialism, there is only partial power separation, and
parliamentary elections are generally second stages of executive elections.
Therefore, in semi-presidentialism, honeymoon elections using proportional
electoral systems tend to benefit the largest and the second largest parties.
This study analyzes data from six honeymoon elections of four semi-
presidential democracies, and discusses the cohabitation experiences of these
countries. Empirical findings support the hypothesis of this paper. Possible
effects of other electoral cycles on small parties’ electoral performance are

also briefly discussed.

Keyword: Presidentialism, Semi-presidentialism, Electoral Cycle, Honeymoon

Elections, Coattail Effect
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