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Critical Geopolitics and Foreign Policy
Analysis: The Case of USA’s Bosnia
Policy

Jyun-yi Lee

Assistant Professor
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Abstract

This paper uses the approach of critical geopolitics to study the US
foreign policy in the post-Cold War era, with the Bosnian war (1992-1995)
being the empirical case. Influenced by the stream of post-positivism in
International Relations (IR), critical geopolitics aims at problematizing
traditional geopolitical thinking, holding that the meaning of concepts such as
sovereignty, territory, boundary, nation-state, and so on, is not given and
fixed, but is a construct of social practices. One function of foreign policy is
thus to give an “Other” a specific geopolitical meaning, thereby constructing
or rationalizing possible policy options. Upon this basis, the process of which
the US government eventually intervened actively in Bosnia might be
interpreted as a shift in discourse in the sense that the dominant discourse of
ancient hatred and ethnic conflict had gradually been challenged (although
not replaced) by another discourse of holocaust. While such research
approach may seem to confirm the power of the West in determining facts
and actions needed, and therefore reinforce the claim of realism, there remain
significant differences in research orientation, theory-building, and

implications between the two.

Keywords: Critical Geopolitics, discourse analysis, foreign policy analysis, the

Bosnian war
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