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#®  “Former Polish Communist Begin Coalition Talks to Form Government,” Poland Today, <http://
www.europeaninternet.com/poland>, September 27, 2001.

#® “Former Polish Communist Short of Majority, Begin Coalition Hunt,” Poland Today, <http://
www.europeaninternet.com/poland>, September 26, 2001.
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#@ Jan Ake Dellenbrant, “ Parties and Party Systems in Eastern Europe,” in Stephen White, Judy Batt
& Paul G. Lewis eds., Developments in East European Politics (Durham: Duke University Press,
1993), pp. 149~ 152.

#@® Jan Ake Dellenbrant, “ Parties and Party Systems in Eastern Europe,” p. 152, 153, 156.
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. #@® Krzysztof Jasiewicz, “ Structures of Representation,” in Stephen White, Judy Batt & Paul G. Lewis,

eds., Developments in East European Politics, p. 144.

E® Krzysztof Jasiewicz, “ Dead Ends and New Beginnings: The Quest for a Procedural Republic in
Poland,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol. 33, No. 1 (March 2000), p. 109.

H® 1993 £ BB LENERANTHES % Krzysziof Jasiewicz, “ Poland: Walesa’s Legacy to the Presidency,”
in Ray Taras, ed., Postcommunist Presidents (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997),
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#F@® Krzysztof Jasiewicz, “ Dead Ends and New Beginnings: The Quest for a Procedural Republic in
Poland,” p. 111.
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H® Krzysztof Jasiewicz, “ Dead Ends and New Beginnings: The Quest for a Procedural Republic in
Poland,” p. 113.
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@ “New Election Law Signed,” <http://www.warsavoice.pl>, April 2001.

#E @  “Polish Parliamentary Election Process,” Poland Today, <http://www.europeaninternet.com/
poland>, September 24, 2001.

@  “Former Poland’s Communists Fail to Win Majority,” Poland Today, <http://www.europeaninternet.
com/poland>, September 27, 2001.

#® William H. Riker, “ The Two-Party System and Duverger’s Law: An Essay on the History of Political
Science,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 76, No. 4 (December 1982), pp. 753~ 766.

7@ Robert G. Moser, “Electoral Systems and the Number of Parties in Postcommunist States,” World
Politics, No. 51 (April 1999), p. 361.
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BEHR « #5] 8 Robert G. Moser, “ Electoral Systems and the Number of Parties in Postcommunist States,”
p. 371.
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HERE  RTREFREE HEEHBRERESR ° Krzysztof Jasiewicz, “ Poland: Walesa’s Legacy to
the Presidency,” in Ray Taras, ed., Postcommunist Presidents, pp. 134~ 135.
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#@ Radoslaw Markowski, “ Party System Institutionalisation and Democratic Consolidation: On the
Idiosyncrasies of the Polish Case,” Janina Frentzel-Zagorska, Jacek Wasilewski, ed., The Second
Generation of Democratic Elites in Central and Eastern Europe (Warsaw: Institute of Political
Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences, 2000), pp. 68~ 72.

@ Radoslaw Markowski, “ Party System Institutionalisation and Democratic Consolidation: On the
Idiosyncrasies of the Polish Case,” Janina Frentzel-Zagorska, Jacek Wasilewski, ed., The Second
Generation of Democratic Elites in Central and Eastern Europe, p. 78.

§¥@ Maurice Duverger, “ A New Political System Model: Semi-Presidential Government,” Arend Lijphart,
ed., Parliamentary Versus Presidential Government (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), pp. 142~ 149,
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BHEEGRE - 2 R Matthew Shugart and John Carey, Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional
Design and Electoral Dynamics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 23~24 °
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#@ Ray Taras, “ Leaderships and Executives,” in Stephen White, Judy Batt & Paul G. Lewis, eds.,
Developments in East European Politics, p. 178.

#@® 2% Juan J. Linz, “ Introduction: Some Thoughts on Presidentialism in Postcommunist Europe,”
in Ray Taras, ed., Postcommunist Presidents, p. 10.
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Political Stability and the 2001
Parliamentary Election in
Post-Communist Poland

Wei-fang Wang

Abstract

From the point of view of the electoral system and social factors, this
article discusses the characteristics of multi-party political system in Poland
after the 2001 parliamentary election. Examining three frameworks for analysis-
namely the relationship between president and parliament, the power of the
president, and the system of the political parties in the parliament, this essay
discusses political stability in Poland after democratization. With weak presidential
power, the premier-presidential system can be easier to rule out the influence
of uninstitutional factor even though in multi-party political system. Also, the
premier-president can effectively prevent political deadlock in cases of president-
parliament discrepancy.

Keywords: semi-presidential system; political stability; the power of the presi-
dent; political pérties system in the parliament; the relationship

between the president and the parliament



