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The Transition of NATO’s Role and
Function in Post Cold-War Era

Shaocheng Tang

Abstract

Since the end of the Cold War, NATO’s role and function has changed
tremendously. The policy of defense and intimidation has been gradually
replaced by partial intervention. NATO is gradually transforming itself to
a kind of crisis management organization. “ Human rights are superior to
sovereignty” seems to have been the justification of their military action
against Yugoslavia last March. The area of intervention has been extended
to non-member states. NATO has also escaped needing the authorization
of the UN, despite drastic opposition from China and Russia. Whether these
actions will be accepted still is not certain.

Nevertheless the new members —including Poland, the Czech Republic,
and Hungary — and most of their neighboring countries have all tried their
best to promote relations and solve conflicts via peaceful means in order
to meet NATO requirements. In Sum, NATO has already contributed much
to peace and stability in Central and Eastern Europe. However, NATO
military action seem to contradict these requirements for new member.

Keywords : NATO; New Strategic Concept; Partnership for Peace; NATO
eastward enlargement; 21 Century New Strategic Concept



