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@ Valery Tishkov, “ The Conflict Prevention Capacities of the Russian Government in the Caucasus,”
Forum on Early Warning and Early Response, The Ploughshares Fund, Dec. 1, 1999.
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HQ@ LITHEMRR-ZOOOEXRAZTNHEEEGFEITHRN THHBE, » “Foreign Policy Concept of
the Russian Federation,” International Affairs (Moscow), JAF-No. 005, 09-01-2000 {e-version).
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v Newspaper “ Den” published on Feb. 10, 2001; also, ITAR-TASS, Feb. 10, 2001,

Z®  “Putin’s Foreign Policy: Four Viewpoints,” Russia Brief, April 6, 2000, Russia /Eurasia Program,
CSIS, Washington, D.C., <http://www.csis.org>.

#® ITAR-TASS, April 17, 2000.
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#H®  “Doctrina Putina v tselom uzhe yasna,” Dipkur'er No. 10, Nezavicimaya Gazeta, June 1, 2000, p.
11.

@  “Putin Offers Another Hint of His Intentions,” The Global Beat Syndicate, The New York University,
July 17, 2000.
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Z® Shireen T. Hunter, The Transcaucasus in Transition: Nation-Building and Conflict (Washington,
D.C.: The Center for Strategic & International Studies, 1994), p. 156.

#® Valery Manilov, “ National Security of Russia,” CSIA Occasional Paper, SDI, 1997,

#Z® Angela Stent, “ Russian Foreign Policy: The New Pragmatism,” Heritage Lectures, No. 607, The
Herltage Foundation, April 6, 1998, p. 20.
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5¥® ITAR-TASS, February 10, 2001.

FZ® Ariel Cohen, “ Cause for Alarm: Russia’s Policy in Southern Caucasus - The Recent Trends,”
Central Asia and The Caucasus, No. 2 (8), 2001, p. 11; ITAR-TASS, January 12, 2001.

#F@ Igor Torbakov, “Moscow Offers Azerbaijan a Carrot But Doesn’t Forget to Show a Stick as Well,”

Eurasianet, October 2, 2000, <http://www. eurasianet.org>.
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@  “Russia May Aid Azeri President’s Son to Succeed Father,” BBC/Zerkalo, August 2, 2000, pp. 1, 3;
“ Russian Support for Succession Plan: Will Putin Assist Aliyev in Transferring Power to His
Son?” BBC/ Yeni Musavat, January 11, 2001, pp. 1, 2.

#® “ Moscow Values Friendship with Baku,” BBC/Azernews, December 7, 2000.

F@® Tedo Japaridze, “ GUUAM Workshop,” Azerbaijan International, Winter 2000 (8.4), pp. 1~5.
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@ Torbakov, op. cit., ,

5@ BBC/Zerkalo, BBC Monitoring Service, February 3, 2001, <http://www.bbc.co.uks.

#@ Jean-Christophe Peuch, “ Putin Tries to Overcome Years of Mistrust,” January 10, 2001, <http://
www.rferl.org>; “ Putin’s Baku Visit Helps to Confirm Russia’s Caucasus Intentions,” January 11,
2001, <http://www.eurasianet.org>.

@ Liz Fuller, “ Azerbaijan, Russian Presidents Pledge to Build ‘Strategic Partnership’,” RFE/RL Caucasus
Report, Vol. 4, No. 2 (January 11, 2001), <http://www.rferl org>.
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An Analysis of Russia’s Policy
Shifts Towards Transcaucasia

Joshua S. Lung

Abstract

Three major recent developments in Transcaucasia have shown a dis-
tinctive departure from the earlier situation. Inevitably, each of these shifts
are also closely related to Russia. First of all, Russia has placed multilateral
and bilateral cooperation with the CIS members as national security priorities,
especilly the Transcaucasian region. Secondly, Russia’s new leader intends
to improve stagnant relations between Russia and Azerbaijan. Therefore,
he made a trip to Azerbaijan at the beginning of this year in order to develop
a good-neighbor policy and to build up a strategic partnership. Thirdly,
after many years of negotiations, the co-chairmen of the Minsk Group of
OSCE have taken up the unsettled Nagorno-Karabakh dispute. More than
a dozen dialogues between the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan led to a
less pessimistic future outlook for this area, though the result has been far
from satisfactory. In addition, the United States is willing to work with
Russia, hoping the latter will exert its influence and help settle this dispute
and bring stability to the region. Consequently, even though establishing
sustainable stability and development in the Transcaucasian region is
difficult, there appears to be opportunity for success if the parties involved
are determined to work out a solution.

Keywords: Vladimir V. Putin; Russian Federation; foreign policy; The Com-
monwealth of Independent States (CIS); GUUAM, Forum of
Five; Transcaucasian region; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Aliyev; Na-
gorno-Karabakh Region; Minsk Group/OSCE
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