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#® Richard Giragosian, " Post-Election Analysis: The New Armenian Parliament,” TransCaucasus: A
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Current Political Developments in
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia:
Russia’s Foreign Policy

Towards the Transcaucasian Region

Joshua S. Lung

Abstract

The Westernization of political and economic development in the three
countries in the Trans-Caucasian region -Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia-
has been occurring for nearly ten years. This path has not been smooth,
however, as evidenced by political struggles based on ethnic issues and in-
effectiveness in implementing economic reforms. When great powers in-
tervened in the region for the sake of their own strategic interests, the situ-
ation became even more complicated. In recent years, countries big and
small have been actively pursuing the extraction of natural resources in
the area. Petroleum has become both the impetus for prosperity as well
as the cause for economic woes, being both the agent of instability and the
source of stability.

After three foreign ministers and two presidents, Russia has substantially
shifted its policy towards this region. There are various interpretations as
to the effects of this change. Some argue that Russia has gained friendly
feedback; others contend that it has been given a cold shoulder, Some feel
that Russia brings tension to the region; others view Moscow as the trusted
guarantor of peace. As we enter the 21st century, there remains a moderate
level of expectation for Russia’s role in the region. Only by maintaining
cordial relations can these countries reap the benefits of common interests.

Keywords: Russian Federation; Transcaucasian Region; Armenia; Azerbaijan;
Georgia; Caspian Oil
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