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The Stalemate on Burma's Road
To Democratization

Rong-yung King

Abstract

The Western World's policies of military and economic sanctions have
not produced the original goal of improving Burma' economic, social, and poli-
tical situation, due to the latter's unique geographic position, long-term
isolationist policy, and anti-intellectual strategy domestically. While mainland
China was the Burmese military government's only supporter in the early and
middle 1990s, ASEAN has become Burma's major cheerleader since 1997.
Therefore, the more effective way of forcing Burma's military government to
change its suppressive policy is a strategy that combines mainland China and
ASEAN's influence and that can coerce Burma's military to reach a compromise
with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the National League for Democracy. Mainland
China could play a positive role in this effort.

Keywords: Burma; Aung San Suu Kyi; National League for Democracy; China-
Burma relationship; ASEAN
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