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Continuity and Change

in Indonesian Politics

David C. L. Auw

Abstract

The Indonesian parliamentary elections were held on May 29, 1997 amid

tension in the wake of political violence in which nearly 300 people were

killed. It was the most violent confrontation since the New Order regime of
Suharto was established in 1967. The Indonesian government had hoped
that the election would proceed in the manner of a “democratic carnival,” but
it turned out to be one of the most violent election campaigns in Indonesian
history, an indication that democratic pluralism and party politics still have a
long way to go in Indonesia. The ruling Golongan Karya wor. a landslide
victory; the Muslim Coalition of United Development Party made some head-
way s and the Indonesian Democratic Party encountered a major defeat. The
election results mean that Indonesian politics will continue to be characterized
by one-party dominance in the next five years, However, the elections also
showed that demands for reform and democratization have become more vocal
and new social forces have emerged amid economic growth. The revival of
Islamic culture has also increased Moslem political strength and influence, and
could become a potential ingredient for political transformation in the years to

come.
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