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P HE

Kim Dae Jung’s Administrative Road
and Challenges

Song-Por Chu

Abstract

Last December, Kim Dae Jung was elected as the 15th president of
South Korea, representing a victory for democracy in Korea, as he was ex-
pected to edge out Lee Hoi Chang, the ruling party candidate, by only 2
percent. At the same time, it marks the rare elevation of a prominent Asian
dissident to a position of power. It is, in fact, the first time an opposition
candidate has been elected in the Republic of Korea.

Kim Dae Jung comes to power at a time when the economy is in deep
decline and financial crisis. He faces perhaps the most serious challenge
of his life.

First, almost everyone agrees that South Korea must reform its economy.
Second, the opposition Grand National Party will hold a majority in the No-
tional Assembly until the next election in 2000. Kim thus needs to pursue
a better relationship with the opposition party. Third, one of his important
campaign promises was to bring the country together for what he termed
grand national harmony. Fourth, He will need to lead the country at a
critical time in relations with North Korea.

Keywords : Kim Dae Jung, International Monetary Fund (IMF), regional
emotion, restorative constitution, finance crisis, small ruling party vs. big
opposition party

75



