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TECHE

NATO’s Enlargement and

Russia’s Response

Joshua §. Lung

Abstract

The United States is tied to Europe and historically maintains a
close relationship with it. The potential threat of Russia has led the U-
nited States to expect that NATO can sustain its function of contain-
ment. Since the grand transition which took place in Eastern Europe
in 1989, the United States has thus begun to formulate theories and poli-
cies aiming at the propagation of its “enlargement strategy” to deter
such a threat.

When some Central and Eastern European countries started to ap-
ply for NATO membership, the United States responded by promoting
the organization, issuing declarations, and announcing principles to at-
tract former members of the Warsaw Pact and try to bring them under
the protective wing of NATO.

Political, economic, social, and military conditions in Russia since
the dissolution of the former Soviet Union have been in a state of uncer-
tainty and instability. This worries the West, but it also gives the U-
nited States leverage to push for a four-step enlargement strategy.

Russia is aware of America’s contentions. Originally it acknowl-
edged the possibility of enlargement, but later opposed such a plan.
More recently, Moscow has acquiesced to a limited enlargement plan.
However, it has also countered this with its own set of measures and
policies. These will ensure peace between the two sides for the fore-
seeable future.

Keywords: NATO enlargement, the Russian Federation, North At-
lantic Cooperation Council (NACC), partnership for peace
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