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The “Cross-Taiwan Strait Basic
Agreement”’ and the Future of
Taiwan and Mainland China

Ya-chung Chang

Abstract

That Taiwan and Mainland China should work out an “interim agree-
ment” to guide cross-Strait relations has come to be the mainstream opinion
of the U.S government. This article provides some food for thought regarding
future talks on any such basic agreement between Taiwan and Mainland
China. Discussion includes: the generation of the concept of “interim
agreement” and related legal problems such an agreement raise; the trans-
formation of the U.S. stance on cross-Taiwan Strait relations; the under-
standing of the “status quo” of cross-Taiwan Strait relations held by the
U.S., Taiwan, Mainland China and other countries; the 1972 Basic Treaty
between West and East Germany and its possible revelations for cross-
Strait relations; and essential issues a future “cross-Taiwan Strait basic
agreement” should address. This article concludes with some key concep-
tions for a future basic agreement between Taiwan and Mainland China in-
cluding: “Taiwan and Mainland China are parts of a whole China,” “the
PRC and ROC both posess state attributes,” “equal but not symmetrical,”
and “the two sides seek a final unification by means of integration.”

Keywords : cross-strait relations, interim agreement, cross-strait basic agree-
ment, integration
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