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Media Exchange Across
the Taiwan Strait (1979-2001)
—An Analysis of New Institutionalism

Chi-hung Wei

Abstract

This article will analyze the development and change of media exchanges
across the Taiwan Strait in terms of the framework of New Institutionalism to
explain media development. I argue that cross-strait relations, political regime
(democratic or authoritarian), and the competence of media market together
constitute the environment of media exchanges across the Taiwan Strait. More-
over, the environment will affect the government-media institutional relation
on both sides and transform the institutional relation into a “regulated” and

“open” one. Finally, the norm of institutional relations will determine the
character of media exchange.

Keywords: cross-strait exchange; cross-strait news; institutional relations
between government and media; new institutionalism
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