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ROC-PRC and ROK-DPRK Relations:
A Comparison

Song-por Chu
Abstract

Comparing the ROC-PRC relationship with that of the one between the
ROK and the DPRK reveals many differences. At present the two Koreas are
not only independent sovereign nations but are also members of the United
Nations and other international organizations having equal international
status and influence as well as military capability. In term of economic
strength, however, South Korea has absolute superiority over the North. In
the case of the ROC-PRC relationship, however, the PRC is a member of the
UN Permanent Security Council and its international status and influence
far surpasses that of the ROC. The PRC’s economic clout is also catching up
with that of the ROC. The PRC, moreover, has become a regional power in
East Asia by dint of its growing economic and military strength.

A comprison of the development in cross-strait relations and between
the ROK and DPRK over the past 10 years also shows many different
interactions. In cross-strait relations, such issues as national unification,
negotiation process, and economic, social and cultural interactions have
been conducted by semiofficial agencies. All-cooperative and exchange
programs were actively carried out by non- government organizations.

In the case of the two Koreas, however, negotiations, cooperative prog-
rams, and civilian contacts were carried out and closely controlled by the
government. The strengths and weaknesses of both sides, and their ad-
vantages and disadvantages, are thus exposed and both sides have a common
desire to learn from each other’s strengths and weaknesses.

The 21st céntury is full of hope for peaces and reconciliation. Many
hope that based on their current achievements, cross-strait and ROK-DPRK
relations will further stabilize so that all four can actively contribute to
maintaining regional peace, prosperity, and stability.

Keywords: cross-strait exchange; unification policy; negotiation process;
economic cooperation; social and cultural exchange



