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Join Europe, Keep Asia? The Emergence
of Japanism in the History of Thoughts
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Abstract

Modern history of Japanese thought always avoids the notion of “Japan”
as thinkers do not consider Japan a valid identity to be presented to the world
led by European civilizations. If Japan were to participate, it could only
participate with confidence in the name of Asia. However, this Asia approach
resulted in notorious expansionist war in history. After Cold War was over,
Japan’s equal partnership in the world alongside European countries has
appeared certain. On the other hand, Europeanness has not achieved the spirit
of universal humanism. This provides the background for the emergence of a
Japan that could participate in and contribute to the enrichment of such a
spirit. The following discussion collects those nascent, sporadic pieces of
evidence to suggest a possible rise of Japanism, embedded in peace-making,
anti-nuclear movement, neutrality as well as human security. This is the first
time in the Japanese thought history that Japan stands along in front of the

world as a direct participant in the making of universal humanism.

Keywords: Japanism; Japanese modern thoughts; Scandinavian model; China
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