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PhD Student
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National Chengchi University

Abstract

Whether Islam can coexist with Western democracy, based upon the sep-
aration of politics and religion, remains an issue of speculation. Western
scholars led by Samuel P. Huntington opined that Islam hinders the development
of democratic institutions from the view of conflicts of civilization. Meanwhile,
some Arab scholars labeled the non-democratic phenomenon in Islamic societies
as “ Muslim Exceptionism,” arguing that certain periods of past influenced
Muslim societies heavily that they could condition the perception and way of
thinking by Muslims so that their societies cannot evolve towards democracies.

This article analyzes this issue through the new institutionalist approach.
After studying the Koran, we found that most part of it is congruent with the
Bible. Three other sources of Islamic laws are flexible in interpretation. Thus
it is difficult to say that the political base of Islam disagrees with the principle
of democracy. Muslim societies, however, must experience secularization
before democratization, in order to solve the internal debate about identity.
Although secularization cannot equate democratization, it still is the prerequisite
for democratization. We have seen Muslim groups in the Middle East compete
in free elections or play a rigorous role as opposition. Iran and Turkey are
two good examples of such Muslim societies that support the reinterpretation
of Islamic theology. In all, the history of Western colonization has influenced
the perception of Muslim about democracy. The conflicts between Israel and
the Palestine and the American interference further complicate the perception.

Despite these, Muslim societies do not necessarily averse to democracy.

Keywords: Islam; Democracy; New Institutionalism; Secularization
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