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The Structure of Cross-Strait Relations
and the Prospects for Cross-Strait
Negotiations after May 20, 2000

Tsai-cheng Hsiu

Abstract

From the structural perspective of Cross-Strait Relations, this article dis-
cusses the political positions and economic strategies in cross-Strait negotiations,
and analyzes the possibility that the two sides of the Taiwan Strait will begin
negotiations. First, this author reviews the political dialogue across the Strait
after May 20, and analyzes how the two parties' negotiation positions evolved
using the “three links” as the main economic strategy in cross-strait negoti-
ations, this author explains how the two parties have built a favorable political
negotiation environment via the issue of “three links.” Next, this author
analyzes how the inner and outer structure of cross-strait relations influences
the development of cross-strait relations and restricts the negotiation positions
and strategies within. Then, based on the structural limitation and developmental
trénds, and referring to the concept of “security point” in western negotiation
theory, this author analyzes the foundation of, and prospects, for future cross-
strait political negotiation. Finally, the article ends by drawing conclusions
and making suggestions.

Keywords: cross-strait political negotiation; “three links” ; structure of cross-
strait relations; “one China” principle
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