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Constitutional Operation After the
1997 Constitutional Amendments

Jeno-rong Shuy & Bing-kuan Le

Abstract

This article studies operational types of the “ semi-presidential system” :
majority regime system, minority regime system, and other sub-systems.
The focus is on Taiwan’s constitutional operations after the 1997 constitu-
tional amendments. The paper analyzes the problems in Taiwan’s consti-
tutional statues and operations by comparing Premiers Vincent C. Siew,
Tang Fei, and Chang Chun-hsiung and their relationships with the president,
the Legislative Yuan, and the political parties. In the era of President Lee
Teng-hui, constitutional operation was a continuity of past practices. Premier
Siew served as the chief of staff to the president. Tang Fei’s problems
stemmed mainly from his awkward relations with President Chen Shui-
bian. For Premier Chang Chun-hsiung, the main problem has been the dif-
ficult executive-legislative interactions. The cases of Premiers Tang and
Chang are severe tests to the constitutional system after the 1997 amend-
ments because President Chen’s party does not enjoy a majority in the
Legislative Yuan. The legislative elections in December 2001 will produce
a new congress representing the newest public opinion. The new power
structure in congress and President Chen’s decision to reshuffle the cabinet
are keys affecting Taiwan’s constitutional system in the future.

Keywords: semi-presidential system; 1997 constitutional amendments, ma-
jority regime; minority regime



