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Affairs and Trade;:In the National Interest : Australia’s: Foreign-and Trade. Policy, White Paper
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@ Gareth Evans and Bruce Grant, op. cit. (1991), pp. 121~ 122.
2@ Far Eastern Economic Review, Dec. 16, 1993. p. 14.
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A Comparative Analysis of the
National Interest Perceptions
of the Keating and Howard
Administrations

Yong-Kang Ting

Abstract

The concept of national interest is always useful for studying interna-
tional politics and analyzing foreign policies. Before defining a country’s
national interest, we must know its “national identity” as well as its history,
cultural background, geopolitical situation, economic perspective, and com-
prehensive national power. After the cold war, the government of Australian
debated with local academic circles the definition of their national interest.
During this debate, an identity crisis erupted, with Australians asking them-
selves: “Who are we? Where do we belong? Where do we stand?” This
article uses the concept of national interest to analyze and compare the
policy views of the Keating labor government and the Howard coalition
government of the 1990s, using five indexes: (1) national identity; (2) economic
interest; (3) political system; (4) military security; (5) value system.

Keywords: national interest, national identity, Keating Administration,
Howard Administration



