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The European Union’s Foreign Policy
Towards China in the 1990s

Fang-yi Su

Abstract

As early as the start the Cold War, Europe and America had developed
a very tight alliance relationship. After the Cold War, Asia had also streng-
thened the political and economic relationship with America through the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum (APEC). The interaction mech-
anisms between Europe and Asia, however, were not functioning. With the
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in 1996, the structure of the triangular com-
petitive and cooperative strategic relationship between America, Europe
and Asia was formed. Based on the CFSP of the European Union, obviously
is that the trilateral interaction between America, Europe, and Asia frequently
affect the foreign policy of the EU. Understanding that the EU actively
built a friendly relationship with China behind the scenes helps us speculate
on the future competition between EU and America in the Asia-Pacific area.
Therefore, based on the developments of the bilateral relationship, this
article will discuss the reasons why cooperation replaces opposition as the
key point of the EU’s China policy. To sum up, obvious is that the first and
most important goal of the EU’s China policy is to urge China to make poli-
tical reforms and build a free society. The substantial intention of the EU’s
China policy is to maintain sustainable development and maximize the in-
terests between China and the EU.

Keywords: European Union; Political dialogue; Human rights



