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The Analysis on Japanese Factional
Politics in 1990s

Zheng-jia Tsai

Abstract

The three ruling parties in Japan—the Liberal Democratic Party, Komeito, |
and Conservative Pafty—achieved major the success in the Senate election in
July 2001 under the leadership of Primer Joichiro Koizumi. The prime reason
for the success is that Koizumi nominated freshmen and not faction leaders
and old hat politicians. The strategy has successfully attracted votes as well
as changed Japanese factional politics. Will the Koizumi government really
change the basis of factional politics? In the past, most Japanese studies have
focused on the factional politics of the political system, and have seldom di-
scussed the political economic network behind factional politics. This paper
analyzes the basis that supports the faction's operation from the political and
economic dimensions. In terms of the political dimension, it includes amakudari

(sending bureaucrats to the Diet) crony policics and clan dominance. From
the economic devepectre, it includes local group donations, professional group
donation, and business donation. These elements creat the base for factional
operation. This paper argues that if these factors are not eliminated, it will be
very difficult to change Japanese politics.

Keywords: Factional Politics; Amakudari; Japan; Liberal Democratic Party



