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yu Shih, Collective Democracy (Hong Kong: The Chinese University Press, 1999); Kevin J. O'Brien,

“ Agents and Remonstrators,” China Quarterly, No. 143 (1994), pp. 359~ 380.
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(1989), pp. 663~ 681; David Goodman and Brian Cooper, eds., China’s Quiet Revolution (New York:
St, Martin, 1994); David Granick, Chinese State Enterprises (Chicago: Chicago University Press,
1990); Keun Lee, Chinese Firms and the State in Transition (Armonk, M.E. Sharpe, 1991).
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Anomaly as Serendipity:
Gathering Indigenous Responses to

Political Economic Transition in China

Chih-yu Shih

Abstract

Current scholarship on transition studies adopts a liberal, linear, and
macro approach. This paper takes a motivational, non-linear, and micro al-
ternative to transition. It uses ten examples of anomaly, collected and de-
ducted from past research, to suggest that transition is a discursively in-
appropriate concept for China studies.

Keywords: China Studies; Political-economy; democratic transition; reform;
indigenous social science



