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Local Impact of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative: the Vinh Tan Power Projects in

Vietnam as an Example

Shu-Hsien Wu
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Abstract

Since the Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI) was launched in 2013, China
has adopted a variety of diplomatic and economic policies to enhance its
political influence in the world. Among those policies were offering multi-
billion-dollar infrastructure and investment deals across Southeast Asia,
which were received positively and enthusiastically by the majority of the
Southeast Asian governments. Yet, a row between supporters and opponents
toward BRI of the civil society in these countries remains unsolved. To
elaborate on this row, this paper uses Vinh Tan electricity center — a complex
of coal power plants located in Binh Thuan Province, Vietnam, as a case
study and talks about issues, such as: the impact of environmental pollution
from these Chinese-built power plants on local’s economic livelihood, health,
social development, and Vietnam’s national security. Additionally, this study
gives updated insights into China’s implementation of BRI and its challenges

in Southeast Asia.

Keywords: China, Vietnam, BRI, Binh Thuan Province, Resistance
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