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The PRC's Foreign Policy Direction
and Choice

You-huei Yu

Abstract

A comparison of the contents of the 16th CPC's National Congress report
regarding the PRC's foreign affairs with that of the 15th National Congress
shows that there is more continuity than change. Even so, the change in the
international environment still may lead to fine tuning of the PRC's foreign
policy.

Accession to the WTO and the September 11 incident are the two events
that shaped the PRC's new international environment. To further reach its goal
of continued economic development, the PRC adopted a new security strategy,
in particular in its policy toward the United States. Although China still faces
drawbacks caused by the September 11 incident that impeded its relations with
the United States, such as the new containment along US borders, differences
between the two countries concerning various international strategic issues as
well as the US perception of the PRC as a threat, China gradually revised its
previous policy of balancing the United States to a more appeasing one, which
focused more on common interests and maintaining stable bilateral relations.
Its balancing strategy is transformed into so-called “soft balancing.”

Keywords: 16th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC);
PRC's Foreign Policies; US-China Relations; Balancing Strategy;
New Security Concept



hRARBOREMEEE 123

2 £ XM

B BB (2002) © T I ZOOZEHRBEMNER ] AEE, °

FAEE (2002) - TEERRE NI AHBOARRL 0 (RABEEMK) (JtE) 7758

F& (2001) > T BEIMRBAIRGEIAYE TR B R R R s 0 (BER) (AT
86 » 251-257

LER - "TEHERINELE  FATBEBOHgISEENRE, » FTRLERES
FAREBERERRGHERSE » (ARH®) " 202F11H9H 2 3K °

=g (2002) - T [etemEA ] BREE, > CGRAEKEREMR) 100 11-17 -

FEHEZE (2002) © 72010-2015 EHHBEASZ 2 RIBE-REGERFINBBREE ) » (&
SEEH) 50 3445 © |

FEEIMR (2002) > TEAT [ EBBERT K ] mEEN . - (RABRKERKR) > 10
18-22 o

REAR AL ~ SREEE (2001) > " 21 HACKTHA T BB SRR ~ SN X T BRAIIRAEIE RS | -
(BRIgEEE) - 171019 °

gtk (1999) 21 HAZHTEE BN KBNS B9 — B P BIBESE BY ~ BRI Bk e B (R Y
BHEE, > (RTHEEHR) > 209396

ZuE (2002) 0 THIEHFEESIEEE ) > (BRABEBRHK) 70 10-12¢

TEH K (2000) > T HBIETT KBS BISBIEAT - RRPE S A BRIS RSB R
(HARFEHEBIE) > 1°510¢ ’

EEMAER (1999) 0 (EHCRARPEBELRZE) > biF: BEARBK -

EH—FF (2002) © (KBIFGRERKPE) - L PEAGRI2 R -

SRR - BB (1999) 0 (RREZBK(L - HEEMETE) - b bR R -

PREE (1998) (B iHid B BIRE SR L B A B ) o dLE AR EAR R

MO8 (2000) » (ERBEHEPBEZE) » KE : REARBEH

Chan, Gerald (1999), Chinese Perspectives on International Relations: A Framework
for Analysis, London: Macmillan Press, Ltd.

Christensen, Thomas J. (2001), “ Posing Problems without Catching Up: China’s Rise
and Challenges for U.S. Security Policy,” Infernational Security, 4, 5-40.

Gurtov, Mel and Byong-Moo Hwang (1998), China’s Security: The New Roles of the
Military, Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc.

Khalilzad, Zalmay, David Orletsky, Jonathan Pollak, Kevin Pollpeter, Angel Rabasa,
David Shlapak, Abram Shulsky, and Ashley Tellis (2001), “ The United States
and Asia: Toward a New U.S. Strategy and Force Posture,” Rand Co. Report,
MR-1315-AF.



124 FHEEERWIZT A3 1M RKESBE1I2H

Lampton, David (2001), Same Bed Different Dreams: Managing U.S.-China Relations
1989-2000, Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press.

Lampton, David and Richard Daniel Ewing (2002), U.S.-China Relations in a Post-
September 11th World, The Nixon Center, p.58.

Menon, Rajan(1997), “ The Strategic Convergence Between Russia and China,” Sur-
vival, 39: 2, 115.

Nemets, Alexander V. and John L. Scherer (2000), “ The Emerging Sino-Russian
Axis,” The World and I, 2-77.

Posen, Barry and Andrew Ross (1996/97), “ Competing Visions for U.S. Grand Strat-
egy,” International Secur ity, 21: 3, 5-53.

Shambaugh, David (2002), “ Sino-American Relations since September 11: Can the
New Stability Last?” Current History, 101: 656, 243-249.

Shambaugh, David (2000), “ Sino-American Strategic Relations: From Partners to
Competitors,” Survival, 44: 1, 97-115.

Swaine, Michael and Ashley Tellis (2000), “ Interpreting China’s Grand Strategy:
Past, Present, and Future,” Rand Co. Report, MR-1121-AF.

The White House, “ The National Security Strategy of the United States of America,”
Washington D.C., September 2002.



