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Abstract

Since the Obama administration initiated the “Rebalancing toward Asia”
policy, development of US-Malaysia relationship has been one of the crucial
topics. Many researchers have suggested that Obama’s policy toward
Malaysia is more successful than that of Bush’s, and most works have
followed the framework of “bilateralism vs. multilateralism” and “security-
oriented vs. economy-oriented” to make a strategic comparison. This article
examines such frameworks and argues that they are oversimplified to
attribute the differences to simple dichotomies. Instead, this article proposes
an approach to investigate both administrations’ foreign policy orientations
and diverse essences of Bush and Obama’s Malaysia policies. The main
argument of this article suggests that Bush’s Malaysia policy is function-
oriented, while Obama’s is relationship-oriented. The different orientations of

their policies led to the different focus in their attitudes and strategies in
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managing the US-Malaysia relationship, which also explains the more

successful policy of the Obama administration.

Keywords: US-Malaysia Relation, George W. Bush, Obama, Counterterrorism, South
China Sea
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