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Abstract

The literature and academia have paid widespread attention to modern
Japanese conservatism. Japan’s political society tends to be considered as
leaning towards the right especially after the 1990s, resulting in many studies
focusing on modern Japanese conservatism and criticizing its phenomenon.
Past studies, however, did not often analyze the issue from the viewpoint of
political thought, and therefore, this essay aims to fill such a gap.

Conservatism has taken on an important role around the world, constituting
modern political thought ever since the French Revolution, which means we
should take the viewpoint of political thought in order to appreciate modern
Japanese conservatism. For this reason, this study proposes an annalistic
framework of liberal conservatism and national conservatism as follows: liberal
conservatism is based on western conservatism, which places emphasis on
thinking in conservative ways; national conservatism inherits a national way of
thinking that is impacted by the West, which puts high priority on conserving
Japanese-ness. The difference between the two appears clearly in evaluations
about Great East Asia War and the Constitution of Japan. Thus, this study,
defines liberal conservatism and national conservatism, and then analyzes the
speeches and writings of modern Japanese conservatives regarding these two

topics. Overall, this essay provides an important viewpoint for appreciating
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modern Japanese conservatism.

Keywords: Great East Asia War, Constitution of Japan, Postwar Democracy,

Nationalism, The Japanese Right
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