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Policy: Agenda, Networks and
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Alan H. Yang
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National Chengchi University
Abstract

The strategic importance of Southeast Asia is increasingly weighted in
recent years among Asia-Pacific major powers and Taiwan. Since 2016, as
Taiwan experienced another power transition, President Tsai Ing-Wen
initiated the New Southbound Policy as her flagship strategy to link up
Taiwan with neighboring countries. A people-centered rationale of the New
Southbound Policy aims at reconstructing Taiwan’s regional identity,
deepening its relation with regional countries and contributing to local
societies. This paper discusses the development of the Policy by highlighting
its institutional progress and networking efforts. Institutional progress will be
dissected through examining processes of policy framing, planning, and
implementation. Networking efforts are analyzed by discussing the role of
central and local governments, state-society relations, and national-
international links as the network of stakeholders to facilitate the Policy. The

paper concludes by presenting the challenges ahead for Taiwan.

Keywords: New Southbound Policy, Taiwan, Southeast Asia, People-centered
Agenda, ASEAN
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