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ZF® “Iran-Iraq War,” The Columbia Encyclopedia, 6th ed., 2001, on Bartleby.com online, http://www.
bartley.com/65/ir/Iranlraq.html; “Iran Special Report,” Washington Post Online, on website of
Washington Post: hitp://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/longterm/iran/overview.htm, 1998,
pp. 1~ 4; John Pike, “Iran-Iraq War (1980~ 1988),” on website of Federation of American Scientists,
http://www.fas.org/man/dod-101/ops/war/iran-iraqg.htm, 1999, pp. 1~ 15.
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# @ Salaam, “The Reasons for Iran’s Acceptance of the U.N. Security Council,” Salaam (Morning
Daily in Iran), July 18, 1995, pp. 2, 9 & 12; Trevor Mostyn, Major Political Events in Iran, Iraq
and the Arabian Peninsula (New York: Facts On File, Inc., 1991), p. 240.

@ UNSC (1980) Resolution 479 - “ Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2244"
meeting on 28 September 1980.

@ UNSC (1982a), Resolution 514 - “Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2383"
meeting on 12 July 1982.

#® UNSC (1982c), Resolution 522 - “Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2399"
meeting on 4 October 1982.

#® UNSC (1986a), Resolution 582 - “Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2666
meeting on 24 February 1986.
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#@® UNSC (1986¢), Resolution 588 - “Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2713u
meeting on 8 October 1986.

F® UNSC (1987b), Resolution 598 - “ Cease Fire - Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the United Nations Security
Council at its 2750 meeting on 20 July 1987.

HO® Ibid.

@ Mostyn, op. cit., p. 233

#@ Statement of Mohammad Ali Rajai, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, before the Security
Council of the United Nations, October 174, 1980, in Tareq Y. Ismael ed., Iraq and Iran: Roots of
Conflicts (N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, 1980), Appendix II.

5@ UNSC (1987c), Presidential Statement - “Iran & Iraq,” made by the President on behalf of the
members of the Security Council at its 2779" meeting on 24 December 1987; UNSC (1988a),
Presidential Statement - “Iran & Iraq,” made by the President on behalf of the members of the
Security Council at its 27984 meeting on 16 March 1988.

#Z® Mostyn, op. cit., p. 240.

F® UNSC (1988d), Secretary-General’s Statement - “ Cease Fire - Iran & Iraq,” made by the Secretary-
General at its 2823, meeting on 8 August 1988.

5 ® UNSC (1988e), Presidential Statement - “ Cease Fire - Iran & Iraq,” made by the President on
behalf of the members of the Security Council at its 2823 meeting on 8 August 1988.
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5@® UNSC (19880), Resolution 619 - “ Formation of UN Iran & Iraq Military Observer Group (UNIIMOG),”
adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2824, meeting on 9 August 1988.

#@® Djamchid Momtaz, “ The Implementation of UN Resolution 598,” in Farhang Rajaee, ed., Iranian
Perspectives on the Iran-Iraq War (Florida: University Press of Florida, 1997), pp. 125~ 126.
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5@ Europa World Year Book 1998 (London: Europa Publications Limited, 1998), p. 1721.

5@ Mostyn, op. cit., p. 240; Salaam, op. cit..

5@ Salaam, op. cit..
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5@ Bahman Baktiari, “ Revolutionary Iran’s Persian Gulf Policy: The Quest for Regional Supremacy,”
in Hooshang Amirahmadi and Nader Entessar, eds., Iran and the Arab World (London: Macmillan
Press Ltd, 1993), pp. 78~79.

#® Momtaz, op. cit., p. 124.

F@® Salaam, op. cit..

5® Momtaz, op. cit., pp. 124~ 125.

=@ Mostyn, op. cit., pp. 238~ 239; Europa, op. cit., p. 1721.
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E@ Anthony H. Cordesman, “ Threats and Non- Threats from Iran,” in Jamal S. AL-SUWAIDI, ed., Iran
and the Gulf: A Search for Stability (Abu Dhabi: The Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and
Research, 1996), p. 221..

%@ Cordesman, Anthony H., Iran and Iraq: The Threat from the Northern Gulf (Colorado: Westview
Press, 1994), p. 15.

5@ UNSC (1988a), op. cit..

@ UNSC (1988b), Resolution 612 - “ Chemical Weapons - Iran & Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security
Council at its 2812» meeting on 9 May 1988

@ S. Taheri Shemirani, “ The War of the Cities,” in Farhang Rajaee, ed., The Iran-Iraq War: The
Politics of Aggression (Florida: University Press of Florida, 1993), pp. 32~ 35.

##@® Hooman Peimani, Iran and the United States: The Rise of the West Asian Regional Grouping
(Connecticut: Praeger, 1999), pp. 63~ 64.
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@ UNSC (1980a), op. cit..

5@ Sepehr Zabih, The Iranian Military in Revolution and War (London: Routledge, 1988), p. 171.

® Rajai, op. cit..

£® Edgar O’Ballance, The Gulf War (London: Brassey’s Defence Publishers, 1988), p. 104; Eric Hoogland,
“Strategic and Political Objectives in the Gulf War-Iran’s View,” in Christopher C. Joyner, ed.,

- The Persian Gulf War: Lessons for Strategy, Law, and Diplomacy (Connecticut: Greenwood Press,

Inc, 1990), pp. 43~ 44.

#@® UNSC (1982¢), op. cit..

@ UNSC (1982b), Presidential Statement- “ Iran & Iraq,” issued by the President of the Security Council
on 15 July 1982.
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@ UNSC (1986a), op. cit..

@ UNSC (1986¢), op. cit..

@ UNSC (1984), Presidential Statement - “ Chemical Weapons - Iran & Iraq,” read out by the President
on behalf of the members of the Security Council at its 2524, meeting on 30 March 1984; UNSC
19864, op. cit..; UNSC (1986b), op. cit..; UNSC (1987a), Presidential Statement - “ Chemical Weapons
- Iran & Iraq,” made by the President on behalf of the members of the Security Council on 14
May 1987; UNSC (1988b), op. cit..; UNSC (1988g), Resolution 620 - “ Chemical Weapons - Iran &

. Iraq,” adopted by the UN Security Council at its 2825, meeting on 26 August 1988.

@ Mohammad Mohaddessin, Islamic Fundamentalism: The New Global Threat (Washington, D.C.:

Seven Locks Press, 1993), pp. 59~ 60.
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#® Echo of Islam (Iran), September 1988, p. 7.

5¥@ Salaam, op. cit..

#@® Rajai, op. cit..

#® Hooglund, op. cit., p. 50.

@ Liesl Graz, The Turbulent Gulf' People, Politics and Power (London: I.B. TAURIS & Co Ltd., 1992),
pp. 79~ 81.

5@ Hooglund, op. cit., pp. 53~ 54.

@ Momtaz, op. cit., p. 125.

& Scott D. Sagan, “ Rules of Engagement,” in Alexander L. George, ed., Avoiding War: Problems of
Crisis of Management (Boulder: Westview Press, 1991), pp. 459~ 461.
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Iran's Acceptance of
UNSC Resolution 598

Vincent W. S. Chen

Abstract

The Iran-Iraq War caused more than 1 million casualties and was one of
the greatest human tragedies of recent Middle Eastern history. The eight-year
war ended when Islamic Iran accepted United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
Resolution 598. However, few researchers have inquired into Iran's policy
toward the Resolution or looked into why and how a war terminates.Using
Iran's adoption of the cease-fire Resolution as a case study, this paper elucidates
the causes, processes, performances, and effects of Iran's policy. Furthermore,
it concludes that Iran's conciliatory attitude stemmed from its drastic decline
in military position during the war, as well as its fullest consideration of national
survival.

Keywords: Iran; Iran-Iraq War; cease-fire; United Nations Security Council
(UNSC); Resolution 598; Persian Gulf (the Gulf)
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